Who Let The Gods Out

Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star
crashes to earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgoung
Zodiac goddess on a mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos,
a wickeddeath daemon imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then

turn to the old Olympian gods for help. After centuries of cushy
retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up to the task of saving the
world - and solving Elliot's problems too?

Author
(and why she thinks you should read her book)
Maz Evans

HEpF Maz Evans @MaryAliceEvans - 3Tm
71‘\;"-@ | hope that WLTGO is like life: sometimes funny, sometimes sad, but you'll
== always find friends on your adventure. And someone always farts.




For Fans Of:

Roald Dahl
Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
The Many Worlds of Albie Bright

Reviews

Oliver Thorpe, age 10 - 'l loved this, and couldn't put it down, hence | read it in two days. | think
that whoever picks it up, will love it, and find it very amusing finished.’

Sam Harper, age 12 - 'l finished this hilarious, crazy adventure in a single sitting.... If you like fast-
paced, against the clock, comical capers you'll love this, it’s fantastic.’

Jack Horswill, age 10 - Little Sutton Primary School - '| would like to congratulate Maz Evans on how
astonishing the action in this book was - the way she brought the Gods to life as heroes was brilliant.'

Nomvelo Malinga, age 10 - 'Who Let The Gods Out is filled with adventure and problem-solving.’

Extract

‘He disgraced the Brysmore name!’ roared
Boil. ‘He shamed himself! He shamed the school!
He ruined my brilliant PowerPoint presentation
on Napoleon’s favourite socks! He ..~

‘He fell asleep,’ said Call Me Graham quietly,
looking at Elliot’s pale face and dark-rimmed
eyes. ‘Let’s try to keep a little perspective, Mr Boil.
This isn’t the first time this has happened lately,
Elliot. Why are you so tired?’

‘Pah!’ spat Boil. ‘Out all hours terrorizing old
ladies, I expect! Or playing violent computer
games until dawn! Or putting my underpants up
the school flagpole! Again!’

Elliot tried not to smirk at the memory of his
all-time favourite prank, which Boil knew — but
could never prove — that Elliot was responsible for
last year. But pranks were long gone. These days
Elliot couldn’t afford any more trouble.



Beetle Boy

Darkusis miserable. His dad has disappeared, and now he is living next
door to the most disgusting neighbours ever. A giant beetle called Baxter
comes to his rescue. But can the two solve the mystery of his dad's
disappearance, especially when links emergerteecLucretia Cutter and

her penchant for beetle jewellery? A coffeeug mountain, home to a
million insects, could provide the answeif Darkus and Baxter are brave
enough tofind it.

Author
(and why she thinks you should read her book)
MG Leonard

y W M.G. Leonard @MGLnrd - 17m

K Replying to @MrBoothY6
u\ Il To open their eyes to the wonderful insect safari all around them & enjoy a
) ? thrilling action packed adventure with dens, battles & beetles.




For Fans Of:

James and the Giant Peach
The Last Wild
Time Travelling With a Hamster

Reviews

Liam's Wilson, age 11 - ‘A hilarious, thrilling adventure.’

Sam Harper, age 11 - ‘A truly captivating story with great illustrations to add to the entire picture that
it creates in your mind’s eye. Brilliant!’

Alexander Bisland, age 10 - This book intrigued me and | was always on the edge of my seat,
determined to read on! | give it 10/10!

Emily Lonsdale, age 10 - ‘Really unusual book with a mixture of insect and mystery.’

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 - 'What a fantastic story. The mystery of a disappearing Dad, a boy who
can communicate with beetles and a very weird "villain" who is extremely creepy!’

Extract

r Bartholomew Cuttle wasn’t the kind of man who

mysteriously disappeared. He was the kind of man

who read enormous old books at the dinner table
and got fried egg stuck in his beard. He was the kind of
man who always lost his keys, and never took an
umbrella on rainy days. He was the kind of dad who
might be five minutes late picking you up from school,
but he always came. More than anything else, Darkus
knew his dad was not the kind of father who would
abandon his thirteen-year-old son.



A Girl Called Owl

It's bad enough having a mum dippy enough to name you Owl, but when you've got
a dad you've never met, a best friemtho needs you more than ever, and a new boy
at school giving you weird looks, there's not a lot of room for much else.

So when Owl starts seeing strange frost patterns on her skin, she's tempted to just
burrow down under the duvet and forget all about@ould her strange new powers
be linked to her mysterious father? And what will happen when she enters the
magical world of winter for the first time?

Author
(and why she thinks you should read her book)
Amy Wilson

| . Amy Wilson @AJ_Wils - 34m
P Replying to @MrBoothYé

To discover a world of winter magic and frosty adventure, as Owl seeks Jack
Frost & finds new friends & a whole other side to herself. {!!)




For Fans Of:

The Lion, The Witch andrhe Wardrobe
The Dreamsnatcher
The Girl of Ink and Stars

Reviews

(z) Judith, age 11 - This book was absolutely breath taking...The fantastic story line and characters to
fall in love with means that without a doubt, A Girl Called Owl is the perfect story for people who like
adventure books.'

(z) Mia Goodman, age 10 - 'A FAB story! | would definitely recommend this book to anyone who loves
adventures. A absolutely adored it. What a great frosty read...'

(z) Harriet Harper-Williams, age 11 - "Jump into this world of magic and feel yourself transforming into a
new person. One of the best books I've ever read!’

{(z) Georgie Docwra, age 11 - | would recommend this book to children that are 9+ that enjoy adventure
and fantasy stories!'

(z) Annie Sherratt, age 12 - This is the most magical book ever! If you have a great imagination it is
PERFECT for you!’

Extract

When you have a kid, don’t call it something stupid.

Don'’t call it Apple, or Pear, or Mung Bean.

Don’t call it Owl,

This advice is a bit late for me. Because she did. She
did call me Owl. Thirteen years ago she looked down at
a tiny little baby — me — and decided that Owl would be

a good way to go.



The Last Wild

Ve

A HUGELY
INVENTIVE ADVENTURE

PIERS TokDAY

In a world where animals no longer exist, twelwearold Kester Jaynes
sometimes feels like he hardly exists either. Locked away in a home for
troubled children, he's told there's something wrong with him. So when he
meets a flock of talking pigeons and a bossy cockroach, Kester thinks he's
finally gone a bit mad. But the amals have something to say...The pigeons fly
Kester to a wild place where the last creatures in the land have survived. A
wise stag needs Kester's help, and together they must embark on a great
journey, joined along the way by an oventhusiastic woHcub, a spoilt show
cat, a dancing harvest mouse and a stubborn girl named Polly. The animals
saved Kester Jaynes. But can Kester save the animals?

Author
(and why he thinks you should read his book)
Piers Torday

Piers Torday & @PiersTorday - 49m
Replying to @M rBoothY6

If you like animals and / or adventure then The Last Wild is the book for you.
Especially if you like cockroaches. Or even if you don't.




For Fans Of:

The Lion,The Witch and The Wardrobe
Beetle Boy
James and the Giant Peach

Reviews

Katie Humphreys age 10 | think this book was great because it had adventure, mystery and happiness in
it. Click here to read the full review

Ewan Young, 10 The Last Wild is a really good book. It was so exciting | couldn't stop reading it! Click
here to read the full review

Daisy Theobald, age 10 if you are an animal lover then this is the book for you....Click here to read the
full review

Extract

Behind him is Big Brenda, a fat girl with hair in
bunches who has to sleep on a reinforced bed. She’s
here because she ate her mum and dad out of house and
home - even during the food shortage — and got so big
they couldn’t look after her any more. That pale-faced kid
with bags under his eyes is Tony — who got in trouble for
stealing tins of food. And now he’s here, quietly nicking
some headphones out of the bag belonging to Justine, who
is here because she was caught being part of a gang. A
gang of thieves who got around everywhere on bikes,
who nicked not just tins of food, but anything they could
get their hands on. Like music players and headphones.
That little kid she’s talking to with spiky hair and a devil
grin — that’'s Maze, who has an attention deficiency. The
kind of attention deficiency that makes you chase your
mum around the kitchen with a knife. And then right at
the back, behind them all, is me.

I know their names. I listen to their conversations. I
know why theyre here.

But I don’t know why I am.



Cogheart

- —
A glittering clockwork treasure’ PIERS TORDAY | \

y |

“’SE’,’,’,’”‘ING ADVENTURE
CER and DARING

PETER BUNZL

When 13yearold Lily's inventor father vanishes after a Zeppelin crash,
Lily's determined to hunt down the truth behind his disappearance,
helped by Robert, the local clockmaker's son, and her wily mechanical
fox Malkin. But shadowy figures are closingn treachery lurks among
the smoky spires of Londcralong with a lifechanging secret. Be swept
away by airships and flabbergasted by dastardly plots in this
extraordinary and wildly imaginative debut, bursting with invention and
adventure.

Author
(and why he thinks you should read his book)
Peter Bunzl

Peter Bunzl @peterbunzl - 1h

E Replying to @MrBoothY6
Bc it's a dangerous daring tale filled with action adventure, airships, mechanical
robots, mystery, mayhem, secrets and betrayal + heart.




For Fans Of:
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Clockwork

Reviews

(&) Isabella Campbell, age 11 - ‘Cogheart is an amazing book. From the
outset, the characters and the treacherous plots take you on a thrilling,
magical journey of adventure and the final twists will leave you spinning.’

(z) Rohan Delamere, age 10 - ‘A steampunk fantasy adventure that had me
gripped with its brilliantly woven characters and cast of mechanical
wonders. An amazing read!’

() Erica Motoc, age 10 - 'this book is perfect for children who like drama
and moments of tension that make you hold your breath at every written
word.'

(@ lulia Motoc, age 8 - The story is full of descriptions.’

Extract

Lily balled her fists. “Why don't you leave her alone?”
she said, stepping forward to shield Molly from the two
girls.

“What business 1s it of yours?” Alice asked.

“She’s a friend of mine.”

“She? SHE?” Lucretia folded her arms across her chest
and gave a disdainful laugh. “It’s not alive, Lily. Mechs
aren't living.”

“Besides,” Alice scuttled closer to Lucretia, “everyone
knows mechs and humans can'’t be friends. Mechs have
no feelings.”

Lily sighed. It was exhausting dealing with such idiots.
“Don’t be ridiculous,” she told them. “Of course they
have feelings. They're no different to you or me.”

Lucretia tutted at her. “Oh, Lily, Lily, how wrong you
are. Let me show you.” She whipped out a hand and
struck Molly round the head.



The Apprentice Witch

IAMES NICOL

Arianwynfluffs her witch's assessment. Awarded the

dull bronze disc of an apprentic¢o the glee of her
archrival, Gimma she's sent to protect the remote,
dreary town of Lull. But her new life is far from boring.

Author
(and why he thinks you should read his book)
James Nicol

James Nicol @JamesENical - 1h
full of fun & adventure & colourful cast of characters. About self belief - where
magic can't solve alll Doesn't take itself 2 seriously




For Fans Of:

The WgrsAt Witch A A
( AOOU 01 OOAO AT A OEA OEEITOIE
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe

Reviews

1717101017 Awonderfully enchanting debut from James Nicol.

By Book Lover Jo on 13 Aug. 20186

Format: Paperback

The Apprentice Witch' is a wonderful, enchanting debut from James Nicol about a young witch called Arianwyn who will weave her magical
powers over you and capture your heart. Sent off to the remote town of Lull after failing her witch's assessment, Arianwyn is filled with
uncertainty but thrilled at the thought of being close to the magic of the Great Wood. Armed with only a present from her grandmother a faded
old book ‘The Apprentice Witch's Handbook' she feels that she has everything to prove and much to lose. Unknown to the outside world she is
struggling to contain a mysterious magic within herself, which will unexpectedly make an appearance and is beyond her control. Then just to
complicate matters her arch-enemy Gimma makes a surprise appearance in Lull and appears determined to make her life difficult. Arianwyn
begins to question if she will ever become a proper witch? Little does she know that there is much more than this to worry about, as dark forces
are on the horizon.

James Nicol has created a completely believable world of magic and witchcraft. When you read Harry Potter vou know that Diagon Ally

and Quidditch are real and they just become part of the story, you don't question their existence. Or when you watch a film with amazing special
effects and the story is so brilliant you don't focus on them they just complement the experience. For me this is how | feel when | read 'The
Apprentice Witch'. I'm so involved in the story that | totally accept the premise there are four cardinal glyphs used by witches when they create
spells, | know that this must be true. All of the details feel genuine and authentic, it's not an actual story but in fact James is allowing us

a glimpse into a world we haven't yet discovered. Read more »

Extract

itches of Hylund, the poster declared,
“Your country needs you! Join up TODAY?!

Arianwyn stared up at the elegant woman
gazing proudly from the poster. The woman’s hair
was golden and flowing, her lips bright red. She wore
the dark navy uniform and the silver star of a fully
trained witch. Arianwyn glanced down at her coat
and the space that her own star would soon occupy.



A Room Full Of Chocolate

R F ull oF
Chocolote

A story of friendship, family and pot-bellied pigs

JANE ELSON

Grace'dun-loving Mum has found a lump. Her north London world of sleepovers,
tap dancing and playing the clarinet fall apart when she is sent to live with her
grumpy old granddad on his farm in Yorkshire while her mother goes into hospital to

get better. Grace msses her mother so much it hurts, and doesn't quite understand
what is happening to her. And things go from bad to worse when she starts school
and becomes the bullies' latest target. But Grace is no longer alone when she meets
Rainbow Girl Megan and hpig, Claude when she's with them she feels as if she

can confront anything. At Easter time when Grace misses her mum the most, she
knows she must find a way to get to London. With Megan's help, she hatches a plan
to run away that involves Claude, chodel&aster eggs and a risky ID swap. But it's

all worth it if it means that shé&nally gets to see her mum.

Author
(and why she thinks you should read her book)
Jane Elson

Jane Elson @JJELSOMN35 - 2h
Replying to @MrBoothY6
e It's my life story so my hope is children will laugh & cry & care passionately
about Grace. Plus it's got chocolate in the title




For Fans Of:

The Girl Who Walked On Air
A Boy Called Hope
A Library of Lemons

Reviews

Shows just how important friendship and family are... a beautifully written book with real insight. (Parents in Touch)

Real authenticity... beautifully written and very moving. * * * * * (Bookbag)

Full of emotion and humour... | couldn't put this book down! (The Guardian)

| devoured the story. It's one with an important message and a book | personally think should be required at school. Delicious! (Chrissi Reads)
Touching story with many light-hearted moments full of endearing, well rounded characters. (Primary Times)

Alovely book about courage and friendship. (Cirencester Life)

Extract

Mum found a lump under her arm on my tenth
birthday.

I wrote this fact down in my Special Blue Book
that I use for my stories and plays.

Dad had been shouting at her and had
stormed out, and afterwards I heard her crying
in the shower. I banged on the door.

‘Mum, it’'s me, Grace. | need awee desperate,
like two-seconds-to-spare desperate.”

Mum let me in, all covered in soapy bubbles,
but as I ran to the toilet | heard her gasp. [t was

only a small gasp but I heard it.



The Goldfish Boy

DFISH

BOY

Twelveyearold Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by crippling OCD,
spending most of his time staring out of his window as the inhabitants of
Chestnut Close go about their business. Until the day tieeitast person to
see his nextloor neighbour's toddler, Teddy, before he goes missing.
Matthew must turn detective and unravel the mystery of Teddy's
disappearance with the help of a brilliant cast of supporting characters.

Author
(and why she thinks you should read her book)
Lisa Thompson

Lisa Thompson @lthompsonwrites - 10m

Replying to @MrBoothY6

If you like a story with a mystery, some twists and turns and one that will make
you laugh (& possibly cry) then this is the book for you!




For Fans Of:

Wonder
Mystery stories
The Bubble Boy

Reviews

179 1r i Warm and wonderful, a definite must have read!
By Book Lover Jo on 6 Jan. 2017

Format: Paperback

‘The Goldfish Boy' is a truly stunning debut from Lisa Thompson. Twelve-year-old Matthew is
trapped in his bedroom by crippling OCD, spending most of his time staring out of his window as
the inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their business. Until the day a toddler staying next
door goes missing and Matthew finds himself at the centre of the mystery. Every one of his
neighbours is a suspect, so Matthew must turn detective whilst facing his own fears. A beautifully
written tale that deals with grief, mental illness and the power of friendship. Lisa has assembled a
fantastic cast of characters that highlights that we all have our own unique guirks that are part of
our personalities, but don't necessarily need to define us as individuals. It also offers the reader
an insightful look into why people behave the way they do. | failled to unravel the mystery of who
was responsible for the disappearance of the boy next door, but | was so enthralled by this tale |
read 300 pages in one sitting, desperate to uncover the truth. Warm and wonderful, a definite
must have read.

Extract

I went to bed while it was still light outside. My limbs felt heavy,
my brain exhausted. I must have fallen asleep within minutes to
the sound of a blackbird singing outside. When I woke up it was
dark. My clock glowed red: 2:34 a.m. Something had disturbed me
but in that just-awake state I wasn't sure what; and then I heard
knocking on the other side of my wall.

Tap, tap, tap.

I sat up and listened again.

Tap, tap, tap.

“Canyou hear that?” [ whispered to the Wallpaper Lion. “She’s
doing it again.”

I closed my eyes and listened.

Tap, tap, tap.

“Are you there, Goldfish Boy? Are you back in your tank?”

It was Casey. I clenched my hand into a fist, ready to thump
back if she did it again. | waited for ten minutes, but there was

silence.



Just Call Me Spaghetti-Hoop
Boy
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certificate with his original name, Ace, on. He has two names, two identities
just like a Superhero!
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animals and old people, and make everyone happy. He thinks this will make
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not the easiest of superhero missions, and it takes a painful discovery for him
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Author
(and why she thinks you should read her book)
Lara Williamson

Lara Williamson @LaraWilllamson - 2h
Replying to @MrBoothY6

To discover families come in all shapes and sizes. And to learn you don't have to
be super to be a hero, you just have to be you!




For Fans Of:

Time Travelling With A Hamster
Who Let The Gods Out?
The Many Worlds of Albie Bright

Reviews

Emily Walklett, age 12 - ‘Absolutely brilliant- totally absorbed with this
book from page 1! Instant likeability! This book gets full marks!’

Lewis Briggs, age 10 - 'l loved this book! This could win so many famous
awards for its greatness! | will recommend this fabulous book to all my
friends.’

Sam Harper, age 12 - ‘A really good story about the importance of family
and the love that holds them together. This will make you feel happy, sad
and very glad you read it.’

Toby Little, age 9 - 'l like this book because it shows a lot of truth about
who you can be and what you can do. Whether you are young or old, big
or small, you can change the world around you.’

Extract

I'm Adam Butters and I love comics. My favourite characters are the Titans, which
are little green creatures that live on the moon. I don’t live on the moon but on planet
Earth; top floor flat, number 53 Pegasus Park Towers. I like sunshine, my old teddy
bear, rolling down hills and eating spaghetti hoops (but not at the same time). I wear
my bobble hat because it makes me feel safe. When it gets wet my classmates think it
smells of dogs but I don’t care. We do have a dog, although it doesn’t smell of dog
because it doesn’t exist. It’s an invisible dog called Sausage Roll and belongs to my
six-year-old sister, Velvet. I've got an older sister too and unfortunately she does
exist. She’s called Minnie. But the most important things in my life are my mum and

dad, and there isn’t anywhere else in the universe I'd rather be than with them.



The Bubble Boy

Elevenyearold Joe can't remember a life outside of his hospital room, with its
beeping machines and view of London's rooftops. His condition means he's
not allowed outside, not even for a moment, and his few visitors risk bringing
life-threatening germsnside his ‘bubble’. But then someone new enters his
world and changes it for ever.

The Bubble Boy is the story of how Joe spends his days, copes with his
loneliness and frustrations, and lookwith superherasyle bravery, curiosity
and hope- to a future without limits. Expect superheroes, super nurses and a

few tears from this truly unique story.

Author
(and why he thinks you should read his book)
Stewart Foster

stewart foster @stewfoster! - 20s
Replying to @MrBoothY6

It makes you grateful for what you have, careful of what you wish for, but most
importantly that it's okay to follow dreams




For Fans Of:

Wonder
The Goldfish Boy
A Boy Called Hope

Reviews

(&) Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 11 - ‘A truly inspirational and unique story. Joe
is an eleven year old who has an immune disorder and has spent all his life
in hospital. Amir arrives and this is where the story comes to life.
Fabulous!'

(&) Emily Yates, age 9 - 'The Bubble Boy is the best book | have reviewed so
far and by far the most realistic...A surprising, thought provoking book
which makes me realise how blessed | am. | really enjoyed it!'

(z) Sam Harper, age 11 - ‘A heart-wrenching, emotional character study of a
boy in a bubble who lives life through his screens and his dreams.’

() Rose Roberts, age 12 - 'I loved this book. | could happily just read about
Joe's everyday life without anything particularly exciting happening, and
was hooked from the start. When | did get to the truly thrilling bit: wow!’

Extract

11 years, 2 months and 21 days

‘I"ve got a tattoo. Guess what it is?’

‘A giraffe?’

‘On my ankle?’

‘Okay, an elephant.’

Beth touches me on my arm.

‘Come on, Joe,’ she says. “You're not even trying.’

‘Sorry. Show me it?’

She smiles then pulls up the right trouser of the overalls that all
visitors have to wear, even family.

‘Last guess?’

‘Spider-Man?’

‘No.” She laughs. ‘You can get that one when you’re older.’

We look at each other and say nothing.

She used to say she was sorry. I used to tell her it was okay, that
it didn’t matter. Now we just look at each other then look away,
pretending nothing’s happened.



There May Be A Castle

J
v

FIERS ToRDAY

VTINNER ©F THE GUARDIAN CHILDREN'S FXTION PRIZE

Elevenyear-old Mouse is travelling to see his grandparents on Christmas Eve

with his mother and two sisters. But it's snowing, and visibility is bad, and the
car goes off the road, and crashes. Mouse is thrown from the\daen he

wakes, he's not in his world any more. He meets a sheep named Bar, who can

only say Baaa, and a sarcastic horse named Nonky, who is a surprising mix of

his beloved toy horse and his older sister. So begins a quest to find a castle in
a world of worder - a world of monsters, minstrels, dangerous knights and
mysterious wizards; a world of terrifying danger but also more excitement

than Mouse has ever known.

Author
(and why he thinks you should read his book)
Piers Torday

Piers Torday & @PiersTorday - 2h
i Replying to @MrBoothYE

There May Be A Castle is a book where you can never tell what is going to
happen next especially at the end




For Fans Of:

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe
Beetle Boy
A Girl Called Owl

Reviews

Hannah Minton, age 10 - 'This book was fantastic. | couldn't read it quick
enough.’

Moah Scott-Sentence, age 9 - '| enjoyed the book and thought it was
clever and full of imagination.’

Emily Lonsdale, age 11 - 'Very funny, adventurous and full of twists and
turns but | think it needs a warning for sensitive children that the ending
is very sad.'

Alice East, age 12 - ‘'There May Be a Castle is another great book written
by Piers Torday. This book is about the adventure and the journey Mouse
goes on in a strange land.’

Extract

‘Mum’s going to kill you, said Violet — who was much
taller than him, even though she was only a year and a half
older — leaning against the doorway opposite.

‘Why?’

‘Because you're always daydreaming and never ready
on time, said Violet. 'She's going to skin you alive, and
then boil you—" She swerved out of the way just in time to
avoid the rucksack being swung in her direction. ‘Didn’t you
check the weather on your phone? There's more snow
coming in, and ice too ... s0 she wants to make it across
the hills before it gets dark. She clapped her hands. ‘It's
Christmas, Mousel'

Mouse muttered into his jumper, not looking at her.
| hate Christmas.



Wonder

You can't blend in
when you were born to stand out.

é‘mﬁe D)

Auggiewants to be an ordinary tegearold. He does ordinary thingsating
ice cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordirargide. But ordinary kids
don't make other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary
kids aren't stared at wherevehey go. Born with a terrible facial abnormality,
Auggie has been homgchooled by his parents his whole life. Now, for the
first time, he's being sent to a real schea@ind he's dreading it. All he wants is
to be accepted but can he convince his newassmates that he's just like
them, underneath it all?

Author
RJ Palacio




For Fans Of:

The Bubble Boy
The Goldfish Boy
Firegirl

Reviews

A beautiful, touching story about your not 50 average boy....Holly, Aberdare
Girls School

What a gem of a story. Moving and heart-warming. This book made me laugh,
made me angry, made me cry -- Malorie Blackman

The breakout publishing sensation of 2012 will come courtesy of Palacio, a
WNew York graphic designer whose debut novel, Wonder, is destined to go the
way of Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time and
then some. Telling the story of August, a schoolboy born with an unspecified
facial deformity, it is dark, funny, touching and no Tube carriage will be
without a copy this year The Times

Extract

I know I'm not an ordinary ten-year-old kid. I mean, sure, I do
ordinary things. | eat ice cream. I ride my bike. I play ball. |
have an XBox. Stuff like that makes me ordinary. I guess. And
| feel ordinary. Inside. But 1 know ordinary kids don’t make
other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. | know
ordinary kids don’t get stared at wherever they go.

If I found a magic lamp and I could have one wish, | would wish
that | had a normal face that no one ever noticed ar all. | would
wish that I could walk down the street without people seeing me
and then doing that look-away thing. Here's what | think: the

only reason I'm not ordinary is that no one else sees me that way.



Stig Of The Dump

Barney is a solitary little boy, given to wandering off by hims€atie day he is
lying on the edge of a disused chdiit when it gives way and he lands in a
sort of cave. Here he meets 'somebody with a lot of shaggy hair and two
bright black eyes' wearing a rabbit skin and speaking in grunts. He names him
Stig. Of cowse nobody believes Barney when he tells his family all about Stig,
but for Barney cawenan Stig is totally real. They become great friends,
learning each others ways and embarking on a series of unforgettable
adventures.

Author
Clive King




For Fans Of;
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The Borrowers
Skellig

Reviews

By Geoge on 20 Jun. 2004

Format: Paperback

| have just sent this book as a present to my nephew. | remember spending hours reading it on
summers days in my bedroom as a child. This totally captivated my imagination then and | can't
think of many books that made more impact. The story has been described to death but the
depth of imagination involved and the historic significance can't be overlooked. Loved it!

Extract

IF you went too near the edge of the chalk-pit the
ground would give way. Barney had been told this
often enough. Everybody had told him. His grand
mother, every time he came to stay with her. His sister,
every time she wasn’t telling him something else, Bar-
ney had a feeling, somewhere in his middle, that it was
probably true about the ground giving way. But still,
there was a difference between being told and seeing it
happen. And today was one of those grey days when
there was nothing to do, nothing to play, and nowhere
to go. Except to the chalk-pit. The dump.



Once

MORRIS GLEITZMAN“1
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/' Everybody .
deserves
to have

! something good in their life.
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For three years and eight months Felix has lived in a convent orphanage high
in the mountains in Poland. But Felix is different from the other orphans. He is
convinced his parents are still alive and will come back to get him. When a
group of Nazi soldiers come and burn the nuns' books, Felix is terrified that his
Jewish, bookseller parents will also be in danger. After escaping from the

orphanage, Felix embaslon a long and dangerous journey through Nazi
occupied Poland, befriending a little orphan girl called Zelda and a kindly
dentist, Barney, who hides and cares for Jewish children. But when the Nazis
discover them, Barney makes the ultimate sacrifice har ¢hildren.

Author
Morris Gleitzman




For Fans Of:

# AOOEAGO 7AO
Goodnight Mr Tom
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

Reviews

L0007 Amazing book you have to read
AKid's Review on 14 Dec. 2010

Format: Paperback

| asked my teacher if | could read Once.I'm only just 11.She said | could but it was quite sad and
grownup.lts not rude but it could make people cry. | would say anyone over B years old could
read it. The writing is farly big but dont be embarrassed to read it as | dont know ANYONE who
does't like it. | think this is better than Michael Morpurgo's best books, better than all the Harry
Potters but that is my opinion. Please read it as its not that famous but when you pick it up you
will feel like your there in 1942. You may get a bit confused at the beginning but either carry on
reading or read the paragraph again,whatever you do don't put it down or pretend to put it
somewhere then loose it. You should try getting it from the library. It probably won't take that long
to read it as | read it in 4 days. I'm not a bookworm but | really got stuck into this book. There are
three of them in the series Once, Then and now.I'm about to start Then but everyone says Once
is the best and you have to read it to read the next one.

PLEASE READ IT YOU WILL NOT FIND ABETTER CHRISTMAS PRESENT THEN THE
SERIES!HIHIIMnmemnn PLEASE READ.PLEASE READ. PLEASE READ. PLEASE
READ THE AMAZING, WONDERFUL INSPERING BOOK NOW.

Sophia age 11

Extract

O’ruﬁ(yl was living in an orphanage in the

mountains and [ shouldn’t have been and I almost
caused a riot. '

It was because of the carrot.

You know how when a nun serves you very hot
soup from a big metal pot and she makes you lean in
close so she doesn’t drip and the steam from the pot
makes your glasses go all misty and you can’t wipe
them because you're holding your dinner bowl and
the fog doesn’t clear even when you pray to God,
Jesus, the Virgin Mary, the Pope and Adolf Hitler?

That’s happening to me.



Holes

LOUIS SACHAR

holes

ELOOMSEBURY

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when a miscarriage of
justice sends hino Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't
green and doesn't have a lake) he is not surprised. Every day he and the other

iInmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, reporting
anything they find. The evil warden claithsit it is character building, but this

Is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth.

Author
Louis Sachar




For Fans Of:

Wonder
Once
Millions

Reviews

By A Customer on 7 Jan. 2003

Format: Paperback

| love this book! It's style is very simple, but somehow it holds you from beginning to end. It's
basically three stories taking place in three different times all in one book. All three are beautifully
intertwined.

The main story is about a very unlucky boy called Stanley Yelnats {notice the palindrome?) who
is sent to a detention camp for a crime he didn't commit. Every day he has to dig a large hole,
under the blazing Texas sun, without much water. He is told that it is character-building, but he
soon realises that the camp owner is searching for something hidden in the dried-up lake-bed.
Stanley finds tiny clues along the way and eventually works out why he and the other boys are
being made to dig every day, and how this ties in with his own family's past, and future.

This is a fantastic story and very well-written book. Read it!

Extract

The reader is probably asking: Why would anyone go to
Camp Green Lake!?

Most campers weren't given a choice. Camp Green Lake is
a camp for bad boys.

If you take a bad boy and make him dig a hole every day in
the hot sun, it will turn him into a good boy.

That was what some people thought.

Stanley Yelnats was given a choice. The judge said, “You
may go to jail, or you may go to Camp Green Lake.”

Stanley was from a poor family. He had never been to camp

before.



A Library Of Lemons

.l’

~Jo Cotterill

The birtersweerstory of a family lose in books

Calypso's mum died a few years ago and her emotiomadtynpetent Dad can't, or
won't, talk about Mum at all. Instead he throws himself into writing his book A
History of the Lemon. Meanwhile the house is dusty, there's never any food in the
fridge, and Calypso retreats into her own world of books and ficNghen a new
girl, Mae, arrives at school, the girls' shared love of reading and writing stories draws
them together. Mae's friendship and her lively and chaotic heméere people
argue and hug each othemake Calypso feel more normal than she hasaftong
time. But when Calypso finally plucks up the courage to invite Mae over to her own
house, the girls discover the truth about her dad and his magnum oaog
Calypso's happiness starts to unravel.

Author
(and why she thinks you should read her bo o0k)
Jo Cotterill

Jo Cotterill @jocotterillbook - 6m

l Replying to @MrBoothY6
It's important to know you don't have to carry your worries all by yourself. Books
provide escape but friends help you find your way home.




For Fans Of:

A Room Full of Chocolate
The Secret Garden
A Girl Called Owl

Reviews

1717171717 Heartbreaking and beautiful

By Bev Humphrey on 6 May 2016

Format: Paperback

Warning: tissues will be needed. Calypso's mum died, and now her dad has become very closed
off and remote, telling her that she shouldn't cry but should instead develop ‘inner strength’.
Calypso is quite a solitary girl relying on the company of the fictional characters in her beloved
books until a new girl, Mae arrives at her school who has a similar love of words and books. The
girls become fast friends but Mae's very normal, noisy family life serves to highlight the disparity
with Calypso's quiet, lonely life with her dad. Things come to a head in a heartbreaking scene
that involves lemon throwing and afterwards Calypso finally starts to get some help with her
father's and her own grief.

Jo Cotterill's writing is just beautiful without being overly sentimental and the story both highlights
the lives of young carers and portrays grief in a very realistic and poignant way. I'm not ashamed
to say | cried buckets and Lemons is a book | will definitely reread - | can give no greater
compliment than this, | rarely read a book more than once as my tbr list is far too long! The story ,
although achingly sad, is hopeful too , there are no easy answers for Calypso and her dad but
things do start to improve by the end of the book. | loved it, last year | spent the year
recommending Sarah Crossan's One to anyone that would listen, this year | won't be shutting up
about A Library of Lemaons - it is simply wonderful.

Extract

The new girl, Mae, asked me to play with her today. I didn’t know what to say. She’s got long black hair
that she’d tied into two plaits and put on top of her head, like Heidi or the children from The Sound of
Music. She has a round doll face with bright blue eyes, and she only joined the school this term.

I was sitting in my favourite corner of the playground, with a book. It's what I always do at break-
time. Mae smiled at me in a hopeful way, but I shook my head and went back to my book.

‘Okay,’ she said, and went.



Goodnight Mister Tom

5 ;nu.hug‘hl Vlister

Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as Britain stands on the brink
of the Second World War. A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins to flourish
under the care of old Tom Oaklefput his newfound happiness is shattered

by a summons from his miaér back in London.

Author
Michelle Magorian




The Boy In The Striped Pajamas
Once ) o
# AOOEABO 7AO

Reviews

Ellen Cox, age 7 - 'l loved this book - enjoyed the story and also learning
things about the war." Read full review >

Emily Keaveny, age 10 - 'A fantastic book about the Second World War
and what it was like to be an evacuee.’ Read full review =

Erica Motoc, age 7 - 'Goodnight Mister Tom is a really good book.' Read
full review =

Luke Bauer, Age 11 - Everyone will enjoy this fantastic novel about the
WW2 evacuee William Beech. William gets evacuated to the town of Little
Weirwold, and with his foster parent, Tom, he discovers a whole new
world." Read full review >

. m a s amm s -

Extract

(4 ES, said Tom bluntly, on opening the front door.
“What d’you want?’

A harassed middle-aged woman in a green coat and felt
hat stood on his step. He glanced at the armband on her
sleeve. She gave him an awkward smile.

‘’'m the billeting officer for this area,” she began.

‘Oh yes, and what’s that got to do wi’ me?’

She flushed slightly. “Well, Mr, Mr . ..

‘Oakley. Thomas Oakley.’

‘Ah, thank you, Mr Oakley.’ She paused and took a deep
breath. ‘Mr Oakley, with the declaration of war
imminent ...

Tom waved his hand. ‘I knows all that. Git to the point.
What d’you want?’ He noticed a small boy at her side.



Inside Out & Back Again

L, THANHHA LAIL #
il s

Ha has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its
traditions, and the warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietnam War
has reached her home. Ha and her family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, and

they board a ship headed tomsR &  Kofvardfs Xmerica.

Author
Thannha Lai




For Fans Of:

The Crossover
Once
Wonder

Reviews

Y1177 1rir Beautiful and original.
By Sarah W on 12 Aug. 2015

Format: Paperback = Verified Purchase
A beautiful and evocative book.

Extract

Every new year Mother visits
the I Ching Teller of Fate.
This year he predicts

our lives will twist inside out.

Maybe soldiers will no longer
patrol our neighborhood,
maybe [ can jump rope

after dark,

maybe the whistles

that tell Mother

o P'LIS]'I us I.'I.I'ld.t'r th(: bcd

will stop screeching.

But I heard
on the playground
this year's bdnbh chung,

eaten only during Tét,
will be smeared in blood.



The Secret Of Nightingale Wood

Nightingale
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1919. Henry moves to the countryside with her family, scarred by her
brother's untimely death. All alone, with only stories for company, Henry
discovers that Hope Housefidl of strange secrets: a forgotten attic, ghostly
figures, mysterious firelight that flickers in the trees beyond the garden. Her
only friends are characters from her favourite boeksntil, one day, she
wanders into the woods and meets Moth, a strikimgch-like woman.
Together they form a bond that could help Henry save her family and
overcome her grief.

Author
(and why she thinks you should read her book)
Lucy Strange

Lucy Strange @thelLucyStrange - Bm

Replying to @MrBoothY6

Get lost with Hen in the tangled world of Nightingale Wood - fairy tales,
friendship and family secrets... A book for true book worms. <> ¢ @ ¥




For Fans Of:

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe
The Secret Garden
Strange Star

Reviews

(&) Alexander Bisland age 11 - '| recommend this book to age 10+ readers
who like suspense and mystery and a bit of magic. | give it 10/10.'

(&) Judith, age 11 - This book is absolutely stunning but beware it's not for
the faint of heart.’

() Mia Goodman, age 10 - ‘| would recommend this book to anyone aged 9+
who enjoys reading books on adventures, mysteries, secrets and
mysterious characters.’

(&) Bella Perez, age 11 - 'l couldn’t put it down for one second.’

Extract

e stood together, looking up at the new
house — Father, Mama, Nanny Jane, Piglet
and me. It was large and old, almost falling
down in places, with gently bulging walls and a steep,
tiled roof that was etched with lichen. The sign on the
gatepost read HOPE HOUSE.
‘It’s a fresh start,’ Father said.
Mama didn’t say anything. She just stared at our
strange new home, and then turned to stare at Father.
‘Come on, Piglet,” I whispered to the baby. ‘Let’s
have a look around.’
I clutched her tightly to my chest and walked
around the side of the house, towards the long garden

and the wilderness of woodland that lay beyond.



The Many Worlds Of Albie Bright
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When Albie's mum dies, it's natural he should wonder where she's gone. His
parents are both scientists and they usually have all the answers. Dad mutters
something about Albie'sium being alive and with them in a parallel universe.

So Albie finds a box, his mum's computer and a rotting banana, and sends
himself through time and space to find her...

Author
(and why he thinks you should read his book)
Christopher Edge

Christopher Edge @edgechristopher - 12m
M Replying to @MrBoothYs

® Big ideas, laugh-out-loud moments, mind-blowing adventure & real heart.
Discover how a box,a laptop & a banana can take you to another world




For Fans Of:

Time Travelling With A Hamster
‘ Phoenix \ \
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Reviews

'A big book with a big brain, big laughs and a big, big heart’ - Frank Cottrell
Boyce

'Hilarious and full of heart' - Piers Torday

'Proves the theory that novels about science can be enormous fun' - The
Times

Extract

According to my mum, my early arrival was a bit
like the Big Bang — a complete surprise and pretty
scary too — and I ended up staying in hospital until
[ was nearly four months old. Then, when I finally
got better, Mum and Dad took me with them when
they went to work at CERN in Switzerland.

CERN is like Disneyland for scientists. It’s where
the World Wide Web was invented and now it’s the
home of the Large Hadron Collider. In case you’ve
not seen it on the TV, the Large Hadron Collider is
the biggest machine in the world. It’s sixteen and a
half miles long and weighs a whopping 38,000 tons.
That’s why it’s called the LAR GE Hadron Collider.
Scientists built the LHC to look inside the smallest

things in the universe. Atoms.



Journey To The River Sea

Eva Ibbotson i

\ Foreword by %)

Lauren St John

Itis1910 and Maia, tragically orphed at thirteen, has been sent from
England to start a new life with distant relatives in Manaus, hundreds of miles
up the Amazon. She is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious governess
who has secret reasons of her own for making the journey. Both ggcover
an exotic world bursting with new experiences in Journey to the River Sea, Eva

Ibbotson's highly colourful, joyous adventure.

Author
Eva Ibbotson




For Fans Of:

The Jungle Book
Floodlands
Cogheart

Reviews

'Bubbly and fantastical... driven by humour and warmth, Journey To The River
Sea has an irresistible charm.' Guardian

'Funny, wise and true.’ Philip Pullman

Extract

It was a good school, one of the best in London.

Miss Banks and her sister Emily believed that girls
should be taught as thoroughly and as carefully as
boys. They had bought three houses in a quiet square,
a pleasant place with plane trees and well-behaved
pigeons, and put up a brass plate saying: THE
MAYFAIR ACADEMY FOR YOUNG LADIES — and thEY
had prospered.

For while the sisters prized proper learning, they
also prized good manners, thoughtfulness and care
for others, and the girls learnt both algebra and
needlework. Moreover, they took in children whose
parents were abroad and needed somewhere to spend
the holidays. Now, some thirty years later, in the
autumn of 1910, the school had a waiting list, and
those girls who went there knew how lucky they
were,

All the same, there were times when they were very

bored.



Room 13
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v
WINNER OF THE CHIEDREN'S BOOK AWARD

Somebody was in there. Somebodyr some thing...There is no room thirteen
in the creepy Crow's Nest Hotel, where Fliss and her friends are staying on a
school trip. Or is there? For at the stroke of midnight, something peculiar
happens to the door of thénen cupboard next to room 12. And something is
happening to ElliMay Sunderland, toesomething very sinister...

Author
Robert Swindells




For Fans Of:

A Monster Calls
Eren
Clockwork

Reviews

If you enjoy being scared out of your wits, then this is the book for
you Independent A splendid, spooky story with good
characterisation, a believable setting, humour and the ability to
make the unreal seem real. | recommend it to children of ten to
thirteen without reservation The 5School Librarian

Extract

This is what Fliss dreamed the night before the
second year went to Whitby.

She was walking on a road high above the sea.
It was dark. She was alone. Waves were breaking
at the foot of cliffs to her left, and further out, the
moonlight made a silver path on the water.

In front of her was a house. It was a tall house,
looming blackly against the sky. There were many
windows, all of them dark.

Fliss was afraid. She didn’t want to go inside the
house. She didn’t even want to walk past but she
had no control over her feet. They seemed to go
by themselves, forcing her on.



Five On A Treasure Island

FIVE ON A TREASURE ISEAND
g "

There was something else out on the sea by the resksnething dark that
seemed to lurch out of the waves ...What could it be?' Julian, Dick and Anne
are spending the holidays with their tomboy cousin George and her dog,

Timothy. One day, George take®th to explore nearby Kirrin Island, with its
rocky little coast and old ruined castle on the top. Over on the island, they
make a thrilling discovery, which leads them deep into the dungeons of Kirrin

Castle on a dangerous adventure. WHamd what- will they find there?

Author
Enid Blyton




For Fans Of:

The Goldfish Boy
The London Eye Mystery
The Secret Seven

Reviews

If you enjoy being scared out of your wits, then this is the book for
you Independent A splendid, spooky story with good
characterisation, a believable setting, humour and the ability to
make the unreal seem real. | recommend it to children of ten to
thirteen without reservation The School Librarian

Extract

George stared at him. ‘T'll see,” she said. ‘I don’t make
friends with people just because they’re my cousins, or
something silly like that. I only make friends with
people if I like them.’

‘So do we,’ said Julian. “We may not like yox, of course.’

‘Oh!" said George, as if that thought hadn’t occurred
to her. “Well — you may not, of course. Lots of people
don’t like me, now I come to think of it.”

Anne was staring out over the blue bay. At the
entrance to it lay a curious rocky island with what
looked like an old ruined castle on the top of it.

‘Isn’t that a funny place? she said. ‘I wonder what
it’s called.

‘It’s called Kirrin Island,’ said George, her eyes as
blue as the sea as she turned to look at it. ‘It’s a lovely
place to go to. If I like you, I may take you there
some day. But I don’t promise. The only way to get
there is by boat.



Street Child

BERLIE DOHERTY

STREET |

When his mother dies, Jim Jarvis is left all alone in London. He is sent to the
workhouse but quickly escapes, choosing a hard life on the streets of the city
over the confines of the workhouse walls. Struggling to survive, Jim finally
finds some friends...only to be snatched away and made to work for the
remorselessly cruel Grimy Kicconstantly guarded by his vicious dog, Snipe.

Will Jim ever manage to be free?

Author
Berlie Doherty




For Fans Of:

The Diamond Of Drury Lane
Oliver Twist o A
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Reviews

A brilliant and moving book. Julia Golding, award-winning author of
The Diamond of Drury Lane’

Extract

JiM JARVIS. WANT to know who that is? It’s me! That’s
my name. Only thing I’ve got, is my name. And I've
give it away to this man. Barnie, his name is, or
something like that. He told me once, only I forgot
it, see, and I don’t like to ask him again. “Mister”, I
call him, to his face, that is. But there’s a little space
in my head where his name is Barnie.

He keeps asking me things. He wants to know
my story, that’s what he tells me. My story, mister?
What d’you want to know that for? Ain’t much of a
story, mine ain’t. And he looks at me, all quiet.

“It is, Jim,” he says. “It’s a very special story. It
changed my life, child, meeting you.”

Funny that, ain’t it? Because he changed my life,
Barnie did.



Percy Jackson And The Lightning
Thief

HALF oy H A URAGI0/D SOl
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Look, I didn't want to be a halflood. | never asked to be the son of a Greek
God. | was just a normal kid, going to school, playing basketball,
skateboarding. The usual. Until | accidentally vaporized my maths teacher.
Now | spend my time battling monsters and generally trying to stay alive.

Author
Rick Riordan




For Fans Of:

Who Let The Gods Out
Harry Potter
The Hobbit

Reviews

By Pendragon on 29 Sept. 2010

Format: Paperback = Verified Purchase

My husband read this book to our eleven year old Grandson. They both thoroughly enjoyed it. It
gave him a glimpse into Greek Mythology without being too heavy. It was hard to get them to stop
reading so our Grandson could go to sleep. He is anxiously waiting to hear the next book in the
series.

Extract

Look, I didn't want to be a half-blood.

If you're reading this because you think you might be one,
my advice is: close this book right now. Believe whatever lie
your mom or dad told you about your birth, and try to lead
a normal life.

Being a half-blood is dangerous. It's scary. Most of the
time, it gets you killed in painful, nasty ways.

If youre a normal kid, reading this because you think
it's fiction, great. Read on. I envy you for being able to
believe that none of this ever happened.

But if you recognize yourself in these pages — if you feel
something stirring inside — stop reading immediately. You
might be one of us. And once you know that, it’s only a mat-
ter of time before they sense it too, and they’ll come for you.

Don't say I didn't warn you.



Millions

Millions

26t-so-great brain

robbery

Two brothers, Damian and Anthorgre unwittingly caught up in a train
robbery during Britain's countdown to joining the Euro. Suddenly finding
themselves with a vast amount of cash, the boys have just one glorious,
appalling dilemma how to spend it in the few days before it becomes
worthless.

Torn between the vices of buying a million pizzas and the virtues of ending
world poverty, the boys soon discover that being rich is a mug's game. For not
only is the clock tickingthe bungling bank robbers are closing in too. Pizzas
or World Peae - what would you choose?

Author
Frank Cottrell -Boyce




For Fans Of:

Framed
The London Eye Mystery
Holes

Reviews

Evie Aconley, age 10 - ‘A book full of saints and riches, if you enjoy
money, you'll love this book.'

Matthew Kirk, age 11 - '| enjoyed this book. | would give it 9 million
pounds out of 10.'

Emma Corden, age 11 - | would fully recommend this book to everyone
whether they like reading or not.'

Extract

\"lovmg Houge

og

Damian Cunninghom, Year Five

We have juet moved house to 7 Cromarty
Cloce. The patron caint of moving houce ic
St Rane (gt c.er\’curg). She woe the Mother of
Our La&g. Our Ladg did not die but foated up
into Heaven while etill -Ca'\r\g Youna, St Rane was
upeet. To cheer her up, four angele picked up
her houge and took it to the ceacide in Ttaly,
where it con be ceen to thic Aag. You con proy
to St Aane for help with moving houce. She will
watch over You, but not do actual removale.
Anne ie aleo the patron caint of miners, horce-
r\A’mg , cobinetmakere and the c.'\£3 of Norwich.

While alive, enhe ?erformec\ many wonders.



Time Travelling With A Hamster

My dad died twice. But only the second

\

- TJime

time was my fault

My dad died twice. Once when he was thirty nared again four years later

when he was twelve. The first time had nothing to do with me. The second

time definitely did, but | would never even have been there if it hadn't been
for his 'time machine'...

When Al Chaudhury discovers his late dad's timelimes; he finds that going
back to the 1980s requires daring and imagination. It also requires lies, theft,
burglary, and setting his school on fire. All without losing his pet hamster, Alan

Shearer...

Author
(and why he thinks you should read his book)
Ross Welford




For Fans Of:

The Many Worlds Of Albie Bright
Phoenix
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Reviews

(z) Anastasia Abdian, age 11 - Time Travelling With a Hamster is a fantastic
book. You will laugh and cry as you read about Al Chaudhury's adventure
to prevent an accident and save his father. You must read this amazing
novel.’

(&) Isaac Phelan, age 12 - Time travel, presently the most excitable science
the world has ever seen. Ross's intriguing novel is almost better than time
travelling itself.’

(z) Georgie Docwra, age 10 - 'l really enjoyed reading Time Travelling with a
Hamster as it is a very funny book, which made me laugh out loud.’

Extract

My dad died twice. Once when he was thirty-nine, and
again four years later when he was twelve. (He’s going to
die a third time as well, which seems a bit rough on him,
but I can't help that.)

The first time had nothing to do with me. The second
time definitely did, but I would never even have been
there if it hadn’t been for his ‘time machine’. | know — that
sounds like I'm blaming him, which I'm totally not, but...
you'll see what I mean.

I suppose if youd asked me before, I'd have said a time
machine might look something like a submarine? Or
perhaps a space rocket. Anyway, something with loads of
switches and panels and lights, made of iron or something,
and big — I mean, really big, with thrusters, and boosters,
and reactors...

Instead, I'm looking at a laptop and a tin tub from a
garden centre.

This is my dad’s time machine.

It's about to change the world — literally. Well, mine

at any rate.



Cloud Busting

The moving stor xtraordinary friendship
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Children’s Laureate »

Despite his Mum's insistence, Sam doesn't want to be friends with Davey, he
thinks Davey's #éirst class, grade A, top of the dung heap moron. But one day
Davey saves Sam's life and a bond is formed between them. Sam is still
embarrassed to be seen with Davey, but little by little he has to admit, when
it's just the two of them, Davey is a lot foin. But then something terrible
happens to Davey...

Author
Malorie Blackman




For Fans Of:

Wonder
The Crossover
Inside Out and Back Again

Reviews

N N T

IO Tris Brilliant
By J Field on 14 Aug. 2005

Format: Hardcover

This is a lyrical story, written in verse, that celebrates friendship and individuality. Using a number
of different technigues (all explained at the end of the book) it is not only a great story but also a
great demonstration of the different technigues used in poetry. Each chapter of this book is told in
a different type of verse

The theme of bullying is often told from the viewpoint of the victim; in this highly readable poem-
novel, it is the turn of the perpetrator to tell his side of a bullying story. Surprisingly by the end of
the book you understand that maybe there is not only one victim, and maybe a lot of the
problems with bullying is pier pressure.

| am training to be a teacher and would recomned that every child hear's this at least once during
their school life.

Extract

Mr Mackie said,
“Write a poem

About

Someone near to you,
Dear to you.

A pet,

A family member,

A friend.’

Funny, I thought,
How pets come first.
“That’s your homework,’

Said Mr Mackie.
And the whole class groaned.



( AOOU 01 OOAO 'T A 4EA
Stone

y h _— A A Bd B

and the Philosopher’s Stone

When a letter arrives founhappy but ordinary Harry Potter, a decadiel

secret is revealed to him that apparently he's the last to know. His parents
were wizards, killed by a Dark Lord's curse when Harry was just a baby, and
which he somehow survived. Leaving his unsympathetnt and uncle for
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, Harry stumbles upon a sinister

mystery when he finds a threleeaded dog guarding a room on the third floor.
Then he hears of a missing stone with astonishing powers, which could be
valuable, dangrous- or both.

Author
JK Rowling




For Fans Of:

Who Let The Gods Out
Percy Jackson And The Lightning Thief
The Hobbit

Reviews

The most handsome and desirable gift book of the year. It is stunning ... with
full colour illustrations throughout from Greenaway Medal winner Kay, who
breathes incredible life into these much-loved characters and locations,
staying faithful to Rowling's vision but revitalising the story for a new
generation Bookseller

I've yet to meet a ten-year-old who hasn't been entranced by its witty,
complex plot and the character of the eponymous Harry Independent

Spellbinding, enchanting, bewitching stuff Mirror

Extract

‘Well," said Dumbledore finally, ‘thats that. We've no
business staying here. We may as well go and join the
celebrations.'

Yeah,' said Hagrid in a very muffled voice. 'I'd best get this
bike away. G'night, Professor McGonagall — Professor
Dumbledore, sir.'

Wiping his streaming eves on his jacket sleeve, Hagrid
swung himself on to the motorbike and kicked the engine into
life; with a roar it rose into the air and off into the night.

I shall see you soon, | expect, Professor McGonagall," said
Dumbledore, nodding to her. Professor McGonagall blew her
nose in reply.

Dumbledore turned and walked back down the street. On
the corner he stopped and took out the silver Put-Outer. He
clicked it once and twelve balls of light sped back to their
street lamps so that Privet Drive glowed suddenly orange and
he could make out a tabby cat slinking around the corner at
the other end of the street. He could just see the bundle of

blankets on the step of number four.
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MICHAEL MORPURGO
1TH ILLUSTRATIONS BY MICHAEL FOREMAN

s

| heard the wind above me in the sails. | remember thinking, this is silly, you
haven't got your safety harness on, you haven't got your lifejacket on. You
shouldn't be doing this...I was in the cold of the sea before | could even open
my mouth to screamWashed up on an island in the Pacific, Michael struggles
to survive on his own. With no food and no water, he curls up to die. When he
wakes, there is a plate beside him of fish, of fruit, and a bowl of fresh water.
He is not alone...

Author
Michael Morpurgo




For Fans Of:

Robinson Crusoe
Journey To The River Sea
Treasure Island

Reviews

“This is a wonderful book, a modern day Robinson Crusoe and is simply too good to miss.”
Wendy Cooling

Extract

Until I was nearly eleven, until the letter came, life was just
normal. There were the four of us in the house: my mother, my
father, me and Stella - Stella Artois, that is, my-one-ear up and
one-ear-down black and white sheepdog, who always seemed
to know what was about to happen before it did. But even she
could not have foreseen how that letter was going to change our
lives forever.



The Crossover
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KWAME ALEXANDER

12-year-old Josh and his twin Jordan have basketball in their blood. They're
kings of the court, star players for their school team. Their father used to be a
champion player and they each want nothing more than to follow in his
footsteps. Both on and ofhe court, there is conflict and hardship which will
test Josh's bond with his brother. In this heartfelt novel in verse, the boys find
that life doesn't come with a plalgook and it's not all about winning.

Author
Kwame Alexander

d




For Fans Of:

Jamie Johnson
Cloud Busting
Wonder

Reviews

This novel in verse is rich in character and relationships . . . Poet Alexander
deftly reveals the power of the format to pack an emotional punch’ -
Kirkus,starred review

‘Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates w ith energy and heat and begs to
be read aloud. A slam dunk.' - School Library Journal, starred review

The poems dodge and w eave w ith the speed of a point guard driving for the
basket . . . swings from moments of swagger-worthy triumph to profound
pain.' - Publishers Weekly, starred review

Extract

Josh Bell

is my name.

But Filthy McNasty is my claim to fame.
Folks call me that

'cause my game’s acclaimed,

so downright dirty, it'll put you to shame.
My hair is long, my height’s tall.

See, I'm the next Kevin Durant,

LeBron, and Chris Paul.

Remember the greats,

my dad likes to gloat:

[ balled with Magic and the Goat.
But tricks are for kids, I reply.
Don't need your pets

my game’s so

fly.



Phoenix

Ilustrated by
‘ Quentin Blake
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Matilda Wormwood's father thinks she's a little scab. Matilda's mother spends
all afternoon playing bingo. And Matilda's headmistress Miss Trunchbull?
Well, she's the worst of all. She is a big bully, who thinks all her pupils are

rotten and locks them in the dreaded Chokey. As for Matilda, she's an
extraordinary little girl with a magical minrdand now she's had enough. So all
these grownRups had beter watch out, because Matilda is going to teach
them a lesson they'll never forget.

Author
Roald Dabhl




For Fans Of:

Percy Jackson And The Lightning Thief
~__ Who Let The Gods Out ‘ o )
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Reviews

ririririr The best book | have read so far!ll

By A Customer on 20 Oct. 2001

Format: Paperback

This is a really exciting book for 8 year olds.| have really enjoyed this book | think others will
aswell.Some parts made me laugh,and others made me very ,very happy!!!!l

Matilda is a special little girl with magical powers. Her parents are miserable but she finds
happines with Miss Honey,her teacher.lt is full of adventures that allows her to escape from her
parents.You can't put the book down once you have started.

Rebecca Moss, aged 8.

Extract

School teachers suffer a good deal from having to
listen to this sort of twaddle from proud parents, but
they usually get their own back when the time comes
to write the end-of-term reports. If T were a teacher I
would cook up some real scorchers for the children of
doting parents. “Your son Maximilian,” I would write,
‘Is a total wash-out. I hope you have a family business
you can push him into when he leaves school because
he sure as heck won’t get a job anywhere else.” Orif 1
were feeling lyrical that day, I might write, ‘It 1s a
curtous truth that grasshoppers have their hearing-
organs in the sides of the abdomen. Your daughter
Vanessa, judging by what she’s learnt this term, has no
hearing-organs at all.”



Phoenix

The supernova is coming ...one boy alone can save the galaxy! Lucky thinks
he's an ordinary Human boy. But one night, he dreams that the stars are

singing- and wakes to find an uncontrollable power rising inside him. Now

he's on the run, racing through sp& searching for answers. In a galaxy at

war, where Humans and Aliens are deadly enemies, the only people who can

help him are an Alien starship crewand an Alien warrior girl, with neon
needles in her hair. Together, they must find a way to save tkexgaFor

Lucky is not the only one in danger. His destiny and the fate of the universe

are connected in the most explosive way...

Author
SF Said







